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between about 1598 and 1620, and Wit's Recreations (1640)
reprinted no less than 660, together with a great many epitaphs.
As they were in form the very antithesis of the sonnet and as
some of the best ridiculed the old style of poetry, they probably
contributed as much as the satire to the new spirit that animated
English poets.
The two most potent individual influences that helped to
change the prevailing taste were exercised by Ben Jonson and
John Donne. Jonson, in epigram, epistle, ode, and song, was
a classicist, but his example probably was not more effective than
his precept., for he attracted a numerous 'tribe of Ben' that sat
at his feet in the Devil tavern and readily adopted his advice
about poetry, even if playwrights were less willing to accept it
about drama. Among the poets who were his closest disciples
were Thomas Carcw, Sir John Suckling, and Robert Herrick.
Herrick, a Devonshire vicar who was ejected from his living
as a royalist, wrote some of the most charming short poems in
the English language. His thought is rarely profound, and his
verses lack soul-searching qualities. Within his own range, how-
ever, which was village life, he was supreme, and some of his des-
criptions of rural scenes are masterpieces. The subjects he tried
to depict are enumerated in the verse that begins Hesperides:
I sing of Brooks, of Blossomes, Birds, and Bowers:
Of April, May, of June, and J&^-Flowers.
I sing of May-poles, Hock-carts, Wassails, Wakes,
Of Bride-grooms, Brides, and of their Bridall-cakes,
I write of Youth, of Love, and have Acccsse
By these, to sing of cleanly- Wantomesse.
If the later Herrick is the poet of the countryside, Carew
remained all his life the unofficial poet laureate and the leading
contributor to the amorous poetry that found favour at court*
His songs still live, though otherwise his verse is most remarkable
for its evidence that the court, whose voice he was, was com-
pletely out of tune with the nation. Who but a courtier could
have written about the death of Gustavus Adolphus without
giving the slightest hint that he was the great protestant hero,
or have boldly proclaimed that England had no interest in the
Thirty Years War? A comparison between Carew's poems and
Sir Simonds D'Ewes's Diary would of itself reveal the unbridge-
able gap that separated the court from the people. The careless
ease the cavalier poets affected is another symptom of their